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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 October 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) D Claim(s) 1-5 and 9-26 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5,9-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tanaka (6,968,591 ), in view of Busam et al. 

Tanaka (6,968,591 ) teaches a cleaning tool sheet comprising fiber bundles, 
3,4,6, laminated on one side of a base sheet, 5, wherein the base sheet and the fiber 
bundles have thermal fusibility, wherein central parts in the direction of flow of the fiber 
constituting the fiber bundles are joined by a central joining part, 7, continuously formed 
in the central part of the base sheet and joined at a joining part formed on a parallel line 
between the central joining part and two end edges parallel there with, wherein the two 
ends in the direction of flow of the fibers are not joined to the base sheet, (col. 5, line 
64-c01 .6, line 6). Tanaka (6,968,591) also teaches a holding sheet comprising two non- 
woven sheets bounded together to define a holding part therein, the holding sheet 
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bonded to a side of the base sheet opposite the fiber bundles, (col. 9, lines 36-50), the 
holding sheet comprising two bag form holding parts, 22, (col. 8, lines 26-37), a joining 
line, 8, positioned along a respective edge of the space provided by the holding sheet 
for receiving a holding member, and another line positioned along an edge of another 
space for receiving a holding member, (col. 6, lines 35-54. fig. 2), holding sheets further 
comprising a color part indicating a location for insertion of an insertion part of a 
cleaning tool and further comprising a pattern of surface irregularities, 24, indicating a 
location of insertion of a cleaning tool, (col. 9, lines 40-44). Tanaka (6,968,591) teaches 
all the limitations of the claims except for the joining line along the respective edge of 
the space provided by the holding sheet and the another line positioned along an edge 
of another space being spot-form joining lines that don't overlap in the 
direction of flow of the fiber bundles, the thickness of the fibers being 1 to 1 8 denier, and 
the holding sheet comprising a single non-woven sheet folded in two and heat sealed to 
a side of a base sheet opposite the fiber bundles. Busam et al. teaches a joining line 
being a spot formed joining line, 630, that don't overlap, (col. 11, lines 10-18). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the tool of Tanaka (6,968,591), with for joining line being a spot 
form line that doesn't overlap, as an alternate form or joining the fibers and sheets, 
since Tanaka teaches that the sheets and fibers can be joined by various methods, (col. 
8, lines 48-54). It would have been further obvious to provide the tool of Tanaka 
(6,968,591) with the fiber bundles having a thickness of the fibers being 1 to 18 denier, 
as a matter of obvious design choice. It would have been further obvious to provide the 
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tool of Tanaka (6,968,591), with the holding sheet comprising a single non-woven sheet 
folded in two and heat sealed to a side of a base sheet opposite the fiber bundles, since 
Tanaka teaches fusing two sheets to form a holding part, and it is obvious to provide 
two sheets, or fold on sheet in half to form a holding part. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 and 9-26 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHANTESE MCDONALD whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-4486. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S.L.M. 

February 16, 2009 



/Joseph J. Hail, III/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



